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ACTION PM-04 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO AID-05 CIAE-00 INR-07 
NSAE-00 OES-06 L-03 SSO-OO INRE-00 /048 W 

011424Z 008528/41 

O011358Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 3488 
INFO SECDEF WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK IMMEDIATE 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER IMMEDIATE 
CNO WASH DC IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 5582 

DEPT PASS AID 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EWWT, EG 

SUBJECT: GOE REQUEST THAT U.S. NAVY DO HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY IN 
GULF OF SUEZ. 

REF: A. CAIRO 5380 
B. CAIRO 4709 

1 . ATTENTION INVITED TO SENTENCE IN FIRST PARAGRAPH OF 
EGYPTIAN REQUEST (PARA 2 OF REFTEL A) WHICH READS "THIS 
WOULD INCLUDE CLEARING THE CHANNELS OF ANY OBSTACLES". 

2. THIS IS FIRST INDICATION FROM GOE THAT "CLEARING OF 
OBSTACLES’" IS TO BE ASKED OF USG. SUBJECT WAS ADDRESSED 
IN PARA 3 OF REFTEL B. IF "OBSTACLES" INCLUDE THE NUMEROUS 
SHALLOW SPOTS WHICH ARE 

KNOWN OR SUSPECTED, EXTENSIVE DREDGING AND/OR DEMOLITION 
OPERATIONS WOULD BE REQUIRED. 

3. REQUEST AS FORWARDED IN REFTEL A THEREFORE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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APPARENTLY INVOLVES AN 

UNKNOWN BUT OBVIOUSLY ORDER OF MAGNITUDE INCREASE IN SCOPE 
OF EFFORT, COST, AND LENGTH OF TIME REQUIRED, OVER 
ANY PREVIOUS ESTIMATE. WORK OF THIS MAGNITUDE CLEARLY 
COULD NOT BE COMPLETED IN THE SIX MONTHS MENTIONED IN 
THE EGYPTIAN REQUEST. RECOMMEND CLOSE COORDINATION 
WITH CNO AND OTHER AGENCIES AT WASHINGTON LEVEL PRIOR 
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TO ANY DISCUSSIONS WITH GOE ON THIS SUBIECT. ALSO URGE 

THAT ANY COMMITMENT ON THIS SUBJECT DURING 

SADAT VISIT MAKE CLEAR THAT HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY 

ONLY IS INVOLVED AND NOT EXTENSIVE DREDGING TO "CLEAR OBSTACLES". 

GDS- 31 DEC 83 
MATTHEWS 
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NNN 
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